2026 Cooperative Communicators Association Contest

Winners

WRITING

Writing — Featurette, fewer than 750 words
Third Place: “Farming like it's 1941", by Hayley Leatherwood, with Oklahoma Living magazine

Writing — Featurette, fewer than 750 words
Second Place: “Brewing better together”, by Hayley Leatherwood, with Oklahoma Living
Magazine

Writing — Featurette, fewer than 750 words
First Place: "A Cautioning Voice”, by Sheryl Smith-Rodgers, with Texas Co-op Power

Writing - Informative/Investigative Feature, 751 - 1,499 words
Third Place: “Dialing Up Dairy”, by Matthew Wilde, with CHS

Writing - Informative/Investigative Feature, 751 - 1,499 words
Second Place: “The Power of Working Together”, by Emily Kittendorf-King, with Michigan Milk
Producers Association

Writing - Informative/Investigative Feature, 751 - 1,499 words
First Place: “Planting Kindness”, by Matthew Wilde, with CHS

Writing - Entertaining Feature, 757 - 1,499 words
Third Place: “A Cub, A Dream, A Legacy: The Story of Dean Oswald's Bear Ranch”, by Allie
Brawley, with Cloverland Electric Cooperative - Connections Editor

Writing - Entertaining Feature, 751 - 1,499 words
Second Place: “The Left-Handed Mandolin Man”, by Amber Weaver, with The Left-Handed
Mandolin Man



2026 Cooperative Communicators Association Contest

Winners

Writing - Entertaining Feature, 751 - 1,499 words
First Place: “Stompin’, Pickin' & Kickin'", by Sara Schafer

Writing - Personality Profile Feature, 751 - 1,499 words
Third Place: “Leading with Humility”, by Mikayla Bowen, with Michigan Milk Producers
Assoclation

Writing - Personality Profile Feature, 751 - 1,499 words
Second Place: “The Land Holds Our Past and Future”, by Keri Sanne, with Central Valley Ag

Writing - Personality Profile Feature, 751 - 1,499 words
First Place: "A Powerful 50 Years”, by Bradley Barr, with 4-County Electric

Writing - Long-Form Feature, over 1,500 words
Third Place: “Inside the wire”, by Joel Sams

Writing - Long-Form Feature, over 1,500 words
Second Place: “Getting a Jump Start on College”, by Lenore Vickrey, with Alabama Living

Writing - Long-Form Feature, over 1,500 words
First Place: “Purpose in the Pain”, by Allison Jenkins, with MFA Incorporated

Writing - News Story
Third Place: “Tornado damage meets co-op determination”, by Joe Arnold

Writing - News Story
Second Place: “The grid’s balancing act”, by Joe Arnold and Scott Flood

Writing - News Story
First Place: “The Call You Never Want", by Tom Widlowski, with Texas Electric Cooperatives
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Writing - News Release
Third Place: “CVA launches drone”, by Mallory Shoemaker

Writing - News Release
Second Place: “MFA Qil Foundation Distributes $341,450 to Strengthen Local Communities”,
by Adam Buckallew, with MFA Oil Company

Writing - News Release
First Place: “Cross-Border Collaboration Powers Storm Recovery in Michigan’s U.P.”, by Allie
Brawley and Abby Moran, with Cloverland Electric Cooperative Communications Team

Writing - Technical Writing
Second Place: “Engineering Reliability: Cloverland’s 2025-2028 Capital Work Plan”, by Abby
Moran, with Cloverland Electric Cooperative

Writing - Technical Writing
First Place: "Road Warriors”, by Allison Jenkins, with MFA Incorporated

Writing - Corporate Public Relations
Third Place: “Willie Wiredhand Turns 75", by Hayley Leatherwood, with Oklahoma Living
Magazine

Writing - Corporate Public Relations
Second Place: “Mapping the Future”, by Allison Jenkins, with MFA Incorporated

Writing - Corporate Public Relations

First Place: "/KAMO Youth Power Academy”, by Hayley Leatherwood, with Oklahoma Living
Magazine
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Writing - Editorial
First Place: "Act Now or Lose Ground”, by Brock Johnston, with lowa Soybean Association

Writing - Column or Series
Third Place: “Kentucky Eats”, by Joel Sams

Writing - Column or Series
Second Place: “Cup o' Joe”, by Joe Hobby, with Alabama Living

Writing - Column or Series
First Place: “From the Editor”, by Hayley Leatherwood, with Oklahoma Living Magazine

Writing - Headline Writing
Second Place: “Ode to a Mighty Hunter”, by Tom Widlowski, with Texas Co-op Power

Writing - Headline Writing
First Place: “Gorging a Path”, by Chris Burrows, with Texas Co-op Power

Writing - Writing Portfolio
Third Place: “Cloverland Connections Editor Portfolio”, by Allie Brawley, with Cloverland
Electric Cooperative - Director of Communications & Connections Editor

Writing - Writing Portfolio
Second Place: “Kentucky Living Joel Sams-Writing Portfolio”, by Joel Sams

Writing - Writing Portfolio
First Place: “Writing Portfolio”, by Allison Jenkins, with MFA Incorporated

Writing - Best of Show
Writing Portfolio “Whiting Portfolic, by Allison Jenkins, with MFA Incorporated
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Photography - Portrait
Third Place: “Guardians of Grain”, by Insight FS Katie Oehm, MSM

Photography - Portrait
Second Place: “Red, White & Blue Lineman”, by Bradley Barr, with 4-County Electric

Photography - Portrait
First Place: “FS Inspire Generations”, by Insight FS Katie Oehm, MSM

Photography - Scenic/Pictorial
Third Place: “Scenic Views on Mackinac Island Michigan”, by Abby Moran

Photography - Scenic/Pictorial
Second Place: “Patriotic push mowers”, by Jolea Brown

Photography - Scenic/Pictorial
First Place: "Milky Way", by Jason Miller

Photography - Photo Feature
Third Place: “Firefighting Fury”, by Bradley Barr, with 4-County Electric

Photography - Photo Feature
Second Place: “Country Ham Festival ride”, by Joe Imel

Photography - Photo Feature
First Place: “Pie Eating Contest”, by Paul Newton
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Photography - Smartphone
Third Place: “MR340 Race”, by Sara Schafer

Photography - Smartphone
Second Place: “40ehmFSinspireWheatPlot”, by Insight FS Katie Oehm, MSM

Photography - Smartphone
First Place: “Connected: The Work Behind the Power”, by Cortney Owens, with Escambia River
Electric Cooperative

Photography - Photo lllustration
First Place: “No-till, no problem”, by Jess Hawkins

Photography - Photo Essay or Story
Third Place: “A trusted source”, by Kacey Harmeling

Photography - Photo Essay or Story
Second Place: “Les Cheneaux Culinary School Crafts Flavorful Careers”, by Cloverland Electric
Cooperative, with Abby Moran

Photography - Photo Essay or Story
First Place: “Energy Trails”, by Lance Shaw, with Oklahoma Living Magazine

Photography - Cover
Third Place: “Let Freedom Ring”, by Bradley Barr, with 4-County Electric

Photography - Cover
Second Place: “July 2025 cover”, by Katy Hurt
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Photography - Cover
First Place: “Bringing Light, Changing Lives”, by Lance Shaw, with Oklahoma Living Magazine

Photography - Best Use of Photos in a Publication
First Place: “Texas Co-op Power”, by Texas Co-op Power

Photography - Best of Show
Scenic/Pictorial: “Milky Way”, by Jason Miller

PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS

Programs and Projects - Advertisement
Third Place: “Power. Courage. Community.”, by CFEMC Communications Team

Programs and Projects - Advertisement
Second Place: “MFA General Campaign C print ad”, by Craig Weiland

Programs and Projects - Advertisement
First Place: “Local Power, Local People”, by Local Power, Local People, with Flint Energies

Programs and Projects - Promotional Video 3 minutes and under
Third Place: “Cloverland's SmartHub Video”, by Cloverland Electric Cooperative, with Allie
Brawley & Abby Moran

Programs and Projects - Promotional Video 3 minutes and under
Second Place: “Horizon Farm Credit Promotional Video”, by Horizon Farm Credit, with CX +
Marketing Team
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Programs and Projects - Promotional Video 3 minutes and under
First Place: “Texas Youth Tour”, by Caytlyn Calhoun, with Texas Electric Cooperatives

Programs and Projects - Promotional Video Over 3 minutes
First Place: “Table Is Set”, by Central Valley Ag

Programs and Projects - Documentary Video 5 minutes and under

Third Place: “Goats May Be the Greatest of All Time”, by Caytlyn Calhoun, with Texas Co-op
Power

Programs and Projects - Documentary Video 5 minutes and under
Second Place: “Vertical Ambition”, by Emily Kummerfeld, with MFA Incorporated

Programs and Projects - Documentary Video 5 minutes and under
First Place: “The Call of Success”, by Emily Kummerfeld, with MFA Incorporated

Programs and Projects - Documentary Video Over 5 minutes
Third Place: “Crop Talk & Field Walks: Exploring Sustainability with IAS & Lillie Beringer-
Crock”, by IAS Communications & Sustainability

Programs and Projects - Documentary Video Over 5 minutes
Second Place: “Glades 80 Years”, by Seminole Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Programs and Projects - Documentary Video Over 5 minutes
First Place: “90th Anniversary History Video”, by Kelly Jimenez, with Carroll EMC

Programs and Projects - Video Series
Third Place: “Horizon Farm Credit Member Testimonial Series”, by Horizon Farm Credit, with
CX + Marketing Team
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Programs and Projects - Video Series
Second Place: “Building Better. Together.”, by Anne Baehnman

Programs and Projects - Video Series
First Place: "Across Insight FS”, by Insight FS Marketing Team

Programs and Projects - Website
First Place: “Maola Milk Website”, by Maola Local Dairies, with Communications Team

Programs and Projects - lllustration/Graphic Art
First Place: “Path of Power”, by Seminole Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Programs and Projects - Cooperative Education
Second Place: “Power Line Podcast”, by Emily Young, with GreyStone Power

Programs and Projects - Cooperative Education
First Place: “The Power of Working Together”, by Emily Kittendorf-King, with Michigan Milk
Producers Association

Programs and Projects - Miscellaneous Print
Third Place: “Sault Ste. Marie's Hydro: Engineering Landmark, Enduring Energy”, by Allie
Brawley, Roger Line, Charles Zane, with Cloverland Electric Cooperative

Programs and Projects - Miscellaneous Print
Second Place: “Horizon Farm Credit Member Calendar”, by Horizon Farm Credit, with CX +
Marketing Team

Programs and Projects - Miscellaneous Print
First Place: “Cat & Duck Electric Safety”, by Patrick Wood, with Co-Mo Connect
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Programs and Projects - Miscellaneous Promaotional
Third Place: “Maola Lifetime Chocolate Milk Club T-Shirt”, by Maola Local Dairies, with
Communications Team

Programs and Projects - Miscellaneous Promaotional
Second Place: “American Farme”, by Hillary Tuttle

Programs and Projects - Miscellaneous Promaotional
First Place: "ZAP Slap! An Electric Cooperative Card Game”, by Patrick Wood, with Co-Mo
Connect

Programs and Projects - Campaigns and Programs
Third Place: “Rate Communications”, by Marketing Team, with Aiken Electric Cooperative

Programs and Projects - Campaigns and Programs
Second Place: “Be a Good Neighbor Campaign”, by Firefly Fiber Broadband

Programs and Projects - Campaigns and Programs
First Place: “Stories From The Farm”, by TCCA Farm Services

Programs and Projects - Small Shop Portfolio
First Place: “Michigan Milk Producers Association”, by Communications Team, with Michigan
Milk Producers Association

Programs and Projects - Best of Show
Promotional Video Over 3 minutes, “Table Is Set”, by Central Valley Ag
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Publications - Online/Electronic Newsletter
Second Place: “Empowered”, by Seminole Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Publications - Online/Electronic Newsletter
First Place: “Momentum”, by MFA Oil Company, with Marketing Department

Publications - Words and Pictures
Third Place: “Blue Ribbons and Bragging Rights”, by Paul Newton

Publications - Words and Pictures
Second Place: “Flowers, Food and Fellowship”, by Sara Schafer

Publications - Words and Pictures
First Place: “There's Nothing Square About It”, by Angie Jones-Wheeler

Publications - Story or Article Design
Third Place: “Treasure of a Trail”, by Megan Backes

Publications - Story or Article Design
Second Place: “Wildlife 101", by Kacey Harmeling

Publications - Story or Article Design
First Place: “Stompin’, Pickin' & Kickin'", by Megan Backes

Publications - Employee Publication
First Place: “Three Phase Newsletter”, by Three Phase Newsletter, with Flint Energies
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Publications - Member Publication, annual budget less than $150,000
Third Place: “Bluebonnet’s pages in Texas Co-op Power Magazine”, by Communications
Department, with Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative

Publications - Member Publication, annual budget less than $150,000
Second Place: “Milk Messenger”, by Milk Messenger, with Michigan Milk Producers Association

Publications - Member Publication, annual budget less than $150,000
First Place: “Today's Farmer”, by MFA Communications

Publications - Member Publication, annual budget greater than $150,001
Third Place: “Alabama Living”, by Alabama Living

Publications - Member Publication, annual budget greater than $150,001
Second Place: “The Tennessee Magazine”, by The Tennessee Magazine

Publications - Member Publication, annual budget greater than $150,001
First Place: “Texas Co-op Power”, by Texas Co-op Power

Publications - Annual Report, annual budget less than $10,000
Third Place: “Year In Review”, by Seminole Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Publications - Annual Report, annual budget less than $10,000
Second Place: "PCCA 2024-25 Annual Report”, by PCCA Corporate Communications, with

Publications - Annual Report, annual budget less than $10,000
First Place: "Annual Report”, by Kristin Petersen

Publications - Annual Report, annual budget greater than $10,007
Second Place: "AGP 2025 Annual Report”, by Ag Processing Inc.
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Publications - Annual Report, annual budget greater than $10,007
First Place: "2024 MMPA Annual Report: CHARGE”, by Communications Team, with Michigan
Milk Producers Association

Publications - Brochures/Pamphlets/One-Time Publications
Third Place: “CVA New Member”, by Kristin Petersen

Publications - Brochures/Pamphlets/One-Time Publications
Second Place: “2026 Washington Youth Tour Information Guide”, by Anitra Ellison, with
GreyStone Power

Publications - Brochures/Pamphlets/One-Time Publications
First Place: “Member Guide”, by Chelsey Guffy, with Alfalfa Electric Cooperative

Publications - Best of Show

Member Publication, annual budget greater than $150,001, “Texas Co-op Power”, by Texas
Co-op Power



